
 
 
 
Father David & St. Simon’s on the Sound, 
 
Greetings from Austin, TX! 
 
I’m thrilled to announce that earlier today I completed and submitted my last final exam for my 
middler year here at the Seminary of the Southwest. It is hard to believe that I’m already two-
thirds of the way done with my Master of Divinity degree. In many ways, it feels like just a few 
weeks ago that I was packing up to move to Austin and now I’m closer to the end than I am from 
the beginning.  
 
This year has been an incredible journey!  Even more than my first year here, this year has been 
a tremendous time of formation for me and Laura. As you know, Laura was able to move here 
with me at the beginning of this school year, after completing her nursing program. She was able 
to pass her nursing licensure exam in late October and found a great job at Austin Diagnostic 
Clinic at the beginning of January. What a difference it has made to have her here with me and 
working in a job she truly loves. We are both so blessed to have your support which has made 
these first two years possible for us! We couldn’t have done it without you! 
 
So thank you… thank you… thank you! I truly cannot say it enough! 
 
With Laura’s new job and my school schedule, we haven’t had many opportunities to make it 
home and see you all. Unfortunately, this will continue to be the case for our upcoming summer 
too. Laura will be remaining here in Austin for work and I will be traveling to Maxwell Air Force 
Base in Montgomery, AL to attend Commissioned Officer Training as a requirement for the 
USAF Chaplain Candidate program. I will, however, be coming home in early August to meet 
with the Bishop and I hope to be able to attend a service at St. Simon’s while I am home. 
 
In the meantime, please keep us in your prayers! Your continued support means the world to 
us.   
 
We are truly blessed to have St. Simons as our sending parish and we thank God for you all 
daily!  
 
Grace & Peace, 
Josh 
 


